
So much of why we do what we do is explained in the river story. as the story 
goes*: a person walks up to the river and sees someone drowning so they jump 
in to save them, but more and more people are floating downriver drowning. so 
more people jump in to save them but people just keep drowning. finally someone 
says let’s walk upriver to see why all of these people are falling in and 
drowning in the first place. they see that the bridge is broken so they fix that 
and people stop drowning altogether. 

advocacy work is our way of walking upriver to address the problems in our 
government, our community, and our culture that are sending people to our food 
pantry to begin with. if all people were well cared for in society, say with fair 
wages, medical care, education, and affordable living, there would be no need 
for food banks. 

racial injustice is stitched into every system and means black and brown people 
are disproportionately affected by societal failures like hunger and poverty. 
this is a part of the reason that the hunger coalition is committed to anti-racism 
and jedi work both inside and outside of our organization.

*In a rough re-telling of community organizer, Saul Alinksy’s original parable

Welcome! 
our commitment to justice starts on the river

jedi work: an acronym for justice, equity, diversity, inclusion. 

anti-racism: the policy or practice of opposing racism 
			       and promoting racial tolerance. *Oxford english dictionary


